
May 5, 2010 
  
  
Dear Representative: 
  
            I wish to call your attention to the attached letter supporting immediate passage of a Miscellaneous 
Tariff Bill (MTB) in the U.S. House of Representatives. This letter, signed by over 130 companies and 
associations, was sent to Speaker Pelosi, Leader Boehner and to Ways & Means Chairman Levin and 
Ranking Member Camp earlier today. 
  

The MTB is one of the most important short-term actions Congress can take to preserve and expand 
good American jobs, cut the costs of doing business in this country, boost America’s manufacturing 
competitiveness, and boost our manufacturing exports.  American manufacturers, large and small, use the 
MTB’s tariff suspension provisions to obtain raw materials, proprietary inputs, and other products that are not 
available in the United States.  Without the MTB’s suspension of tariffs, companies must pay duties on these 
imported products – which is a tax that is then passed on to consumers. 

  
The MTB process is wholly transparent. It is vetted by a number of Federal agencies, including the 

U.S. International Trade Commission, the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the Office of Management and 
Budget. Any request for a tariff suspension that has domestic competition is rejected during the vetting 
process. 

  
NAM members do not believe that the tariff suspensions in the MTB are earmarks.  Further, we 

believe that the interpretation that House rules do not define the limited tariff benefits in the MTB as 
Congressional earmarks is the correct interpretation.  Our manufacturing members believe that the MTB 
process is a transparent, bipartisan way to reduce the costs of manufacturing in America, a view I deeply 
share.  Our competitors maintain similar programs to benefit manufacturing in their countries, and we cannot 
afford to add another cost disadvantage to manufacturing in America.  I encourage you to support the MTB 
and to vote YES when it comes to the House floor.  

  
                                                                        Sincerely, 

                                                                         
John Engler 

  
JE/dg 
Attachment 
  
-------------------------------------- 
Attachment: Business Community Letter on the Miscellaneous Tariff Bill 
-------------------------------------- 
May 5, 2010 
  
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi                                       The Honorable John A. Boehner 
Speaker of the House                                                   Minority Leader 
H-232 Capitol                                                                 H-204 Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515                                                Washington, DC 20515 
  
The Honorable Sander Levin                                      The Honorable David Camp 
Chairman                                                                       Ranking Member 
Committee on Ways & Means                                    Committee on Ways & Means 
1102 Longworth                                                           1139E Longworth 
Washington, DC 20515                                               Washington, DC 20515 
  



Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader Boehner, Chairman Levin and Ranking Member Camp: 
  
The time has come for action on the Miscellaneous Tariff Bill (MTB). On behalf of the 

hundreds of companies and their employees who rely on the MTB for relief from 
unnecessary tariff costs that hinder U.S. manufacturing and other U.S. businesses we ask 
your support for its immediate passage.  Further delays in the consideration of the MTB will 
only exacerbate our economic situation and threaten further erosion of jobs in the United 
States. 

The MTB typically consists of hundreds of individual duty suspension provisions on 
inputs and other products not produced or otherwise available domestically.  Each 
proposed duty suspension is subject to a meticulous and non-partisan vetting process to 
ensure that no domestic producers of the affected product exist.  The U.S. International 
Trade Commission, U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 
the Office of Management and Budget - in addition to the House and Senate committees of 
jurisdiction - all collaborate to review every bill.  Moreover, this process is perhaps the most 
transparent used by Congress.  Each proposal is subject to public comment periods both 
during the executive branch vetting process and again before the House Ways & Means 
Committee considers the omnibus MTB. 

The last MTB, passed by Congress in 2006 has expired.  As a result, manufacturers 
and businesses of all sizes across the country now face higher tariffs on inputs and other 
products not otherwise available in the United States.  These higher costs translate to lost 
revenue and lower wages.  In fact, the MTB has been estimated to support more than 
90,000 U.S. jobs and $3.5 billion in GDP growth.  The cost-savings achieved by the MTB 
allow U.S. manufacturers and businesses to maintain competitive operations, invest in new 
facilities, re-train workers, and preserve our manufacturing base.  In short, the enactment of 
the MTB, including new duty suspensions that have been fully vetted, is vital to the U.S. 
economy.  

  
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
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